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My name is Officer Francine Fribble. I’m with the Letterton
Proofreading Police. My job is to help enforce the laws of
grammar. When I see sloppy sentences, I fix them up with
the proper capitalization, punctuation, and spelling. 
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Francine Fribble,
Proofreading Policewoman

Francine Fribble,
Proofreading Policewoman

6. ❍ P. Donnie thanked her and gave her a free

chocolate doenut?

❍ Q. Donnie thanked her and gave her a free choklit

donut!

❍ R. Donnie thanked her and gave her a free

chocolate donut.

7. ❍ S. If you ever pass through letterton, be sure to

use good Grammar.

❍ T. If you ever pass through Letterton, be sure to

use good grammar.

❍ U. if you ever pass through Letterton, be sure to

use good gramer.

8. ❍ V. If you don’t proofread your T-shirt, officer fribble

might give you a fine.

❍ W. If you don’t proofread your T-shirt, Officer

Fribble might give you a fine.

❍ X. If you don’t proofread your T-shirt, Ofisir Fribble

might give you a fine.
20

Al lwriters make mistakes – the trick is to

catch them and correct them. What kinds of

mistakes do you make most often in your

writing? Look over a few of your most recent

stories or assignments. Proofread for mistakes

in capitalization, punctuation, and spelling.

Then make a personal checklist for yourself

based on the errors you find. The next time

you sit down to write, pull out your checklist.

When it’s time to proofread, you’ll know

what to watch out for!
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Folks around here have some pretty interesting things to
say. Now, if they’d just take a little more time to check
their work, communication would be a whole lot clearer.
Then again, I’d be out of a job. Let’s go make the rounds.
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❍ H. When the owner of donnie’s Diner saw her

coming, he tried to hide the menu.

❍ I. When the owner of Donnie’s Diner saw her

coming, he tried to hide the menu.

4. ❍ J. donnie made delicious food, but his grammar

was awful!

❍ K.Donnie made delicious food, but his grammar

was awful!

❍ L. Donnie made delishus food, but his grammar

was awful?

5. ❍ M. Officer Fribble gave him a warning and told him

to proofread more carefully next time.

❍ N. Officer fribble gave him a warning and told him

to proofread more carefully next time,

❍ O. officer Fribble gave him a warnig and told him

to proofread more carefully next time?

9. ❍ Y. But if you do get a ticket, you can be sure

francine will spell your name correctly!

❍ Z. But if you do get a tikit, you can be sure

Francine will spell your name corektly!

❍ A. But if you do get a ticket, you can be sure

Francine will spell your name correctly!

Now crack the code! Each number below stands for

one of the questions. Write the letter of the correct answer

above each number. Then read your secret message!

When it comes to proofreading, you’re on the 

“___ ___ ___ ___ ___”   ___ ___ ___ ___ ___!

8   6    3    7  2        7  6    9   1    4 
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Yikes, look at that lineup! When T-shirts are in trouble, 
Officer Francine Fribble is on the case.

Well, time to sign off. This is Proofreading Policewoman
Francine Fribble, and her new partner, Giant Purple
Gorilla, reminding you to always check your work and
correct the errors. That way, your writing will stay on
the straight and narrow. And readers will know exactly
what you mean to say.

18 3

Well, what have we here? I’m on the beat for one minute
and already I see a sign riddled with capitalization errors.
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Proofread the club’s
sign. Can you find five
things wrong with its
capitalization? Turn the
page for the answers.

Proofread the T-shirts. Can you
find one thing wrong with the
punctuation on each? Turn the
page for the answers.

Be a Grammar Cop! Proofread each set of sentences.
Fill in the circle next to the sentence that has no errors.
Then use the letters of your answers to decode the secret
message at the end.

1. ❍ A. Francine Fribble was the tuffest cop on

the Letterton Proofreading Police force.

❍ B. francine Fribble was the toughest cop on

the letterton Proofreading Police force.

❍ C. Francine Fribble was the toughest cop on

the Letterton Proofreading Police force.

2. ❍ D. She could spot a spelling misteak from a

mile away.

❍ E. She could spot a spelling mistake from a

mile away.

❍ F. she could spot a spelling mistake from a

mile away?

3. ❍ G. When the owner of Donnies diner saw

her coming, he tried to hide the menu.
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I think I’ll give this Super Toss a try. Wow! I won! I won!
I won! By the way, what did I win?

6

Now, that’s what I call clean laundry. With my help,
the T-shirts are crisp, comfy, and error-free. 

4

Here you go, kids. Now you are members of the
Good Grammar Club, too! 
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The first letter of the first word of any
sentence always gets capitalized. The
names of people, like Bill, and organizations,
like the Iguana Club, get capitalized, too.

Complete sentences should
always end with the perfect
punctuation mark. Also, words
that show possession, such as
Betty’s or world’s, need
apostrophes to make their
meaning clear.

Let’s Review: Proofreading
Proofreading is an important step for any

writer. Checking your work for mistakes in
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling 

helps keep your writing clear.

★ Check to make sure that the first word of each sentence
begins with a capital letter. Make sure that you’ve also
capitalized the first letter of any proper nouns, such as
names of people or organizations (Billy, Iguana Club).

★ You should also look for mistakes in punctuation. Remember
to include an apostrophe to show possession (Betty’s
Burger Palace). Make sure that the ends of your sentences
have the correct punctuation, too. Periods, question marks,
and exclamation points help readers understand the meaning
of a sentence. A football fan who shouts, Go Spartans?
sounds very different from one who shouts, Go Spartans!

★ Spelling mistakes can also confuse meaning. A reader may
not know what a ham berger is, but will certainly recognize
a hamburger ! If you’re not sure how to spell a word, look it
up in the dictionary.

★ When should you proofread? Always! Whether you’re writing
a book report or an e-mail, double-checking your work is the
best way to make sure your message is clear. 
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Now, what have we here? Someone’s left a note on my
scooter. It sure is hard to understand. But one thing’s
for certain. Someone needs my help, pronto!

Fortunately, I’m a licensed skywriter. Now, everyone will 
get the message. Hmmm…a fair sounds like a blast, and
tomorrow just happens to be my day off.

14

Talk about being a corrections officer! A proofreading 
policewoman’s job is never done. 

7

All this proofreading is making my stomach growl. Time to
stop for a bite at Donnie’s Diner. Uh-oh! Take a gander at
all the misspellings on this menu. Why, there ought to be a
law! I guess my little doughnut break will just have to wait.
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What strategies do you
use to help you proofread
your work? Share them
with others.

Proofread the menu. Can
you correct the spelling of
each word? Turn the page
for the answers.

Proofread the note. It has a total
of nine errors in capitalization,
punctuation, and spelling. Can
you find them all? Turn the page
for the answers. 

Whether you’re 
writing an e-mail 
or a message in the
sky, proofreading your
work is a must to get
your point across.
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I’m a ten-year veteran on this force. Still, every day I see 
something new. Take a look at that skywriting! Why, it’s
loaded with errors! Just because those words are floating
ten thousand feet in the air, doesn’t mean the rules don’t
apply to them.10

Now that Toodles is safe and sound, let’s take a peek at
your note. It needed some help, too. I took the liberty of
making a few corrections.
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The game looks like honest entertainment, but that
sign is just plain criminal.

8

I’m always happy to aid a citizen in need. Yum! By the
way, this double-chocolate-dipped, jelly-filled, strawberry-
cinnamon-swirl doughnut with rainbow sprinkles really
hits the spot! E
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Proofread this sign. It
has a whopping ten
errors in all! Can you
pinpoint them all?

When words are
misspelled, their
meanings can
get lost. If you’re
not sure how a
word is spelled,
you can turn to 
a friend or the
good old
dictionary.

Proofread the
skywriting. Can
you find nine
things wrong
with this airborne
advertisement?All writers make mistakes. To help find yours, try running

your finger under each word as you proofread it.


